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Prof Andy Lowe is a British-Australian scientist and expert on plants and trees,

particularly the monitoring, management and utilisation of genetic, biological and

ecosystem resources. He has discovered lost forests, championed to eliminate

illegally logged timber in global supply chains, served the UN Office of Drugs and

Crime and has been responsible for securing multi-million dollar research funding.

He is an experienced and respected executive leader, board member and mid-career

mentor. Andy is the inaugural Director of Food Innovation at the University of

Adelaide serving as the external face for all significant food industry and government

sectors across South Australia, and the world.
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Andy Lowe speaks globally for corporate

lectures, keynotes, gala events, festivals and

conferences. He is consulted by the media for

his expertise, has been Scientist in Residence for

the Australian Financial Review, and writes

regularly for The Conversation and other high

profile blogs. 
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Prof Lowe moved to Australia from the UK in 2003 to take up a

lecturing position at the University of Queensland.  In 2006 Prof Lowe

was appointed Head of Science at the Department of Environment

Water and Natural Resources South Australia, and continued to

influence positive change in the state in state in directorship portions at

the South Australian Museum,  Terrestrial Ecosystem Research

Network and the Australian Centre for Evolutionary Biology and

Biodiversity. 

Prof Andy Lowe is Director of Food Innovation at the University of

Adelaide, and research Director of the Fight Food Waste Cooperative

Research Centre. He has been Professor of Plant Conservation Biology

since 2006.  Instigated as full professor only nine years after gaining

PhD, Andy has published over 200 papers and book chapters. His

published works have over 11000 citations,. Lead author of Ecological

Genetics; Design, Analysis and Application this book received

outstanding reviews selling over and is a core text for the field.  
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His research interests lie in the restoration and value of native species,

the use of DNA tracking to uncover illegal logging, and the use of

global resources to help combat local problems, food waste and food

fraud. Andy is creating change by coming up with solutions to these

problems that can serve as a blueprint for use globally, including

fitting technical solutions for broader application and development.. 

Andy leads the research team of The Orana Foundation, founded by

award winning Chef Jock Zonfrillo. He and his team are developing an

indigenous food database to help share knowledge on Australian

native foods, and to commercialise and bring native foods into

common use. 

Andy is also Chief Scientific Officer of Double Helix Tracking

Technologies and Associate Director of the Terrestrial Ecosystem

Research Network. 
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Food Innovation 

From ugly vegetables, to AgTech, bee pollination to native foods, 

Andy lays out the challenges of an industry going through

unprecedented change whilst trying to ensure productive and

sustainable practices. Bringing food from the paddock to your plate. 

Federated States of Degradia 

Fully one third of agricultural land on earth is degraded. If we were to

combine all degraded lands from all continents together it would form

an area larger than Russia and would comprise 2 million of the poorest

people on earth. Lets call this land mass, the Federated States of

Degradia. There are many things we can do about degradia, but much

of the solution is to reverse the degradation through restoration that

can be financially rewarding and driven by bringing back ecosystem

services and profitability to the lands of degradia  
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Liveable Futures 

Safe and healthy fresh foods, clean water and air, affordable

living, and good physical and mental health, are all things we

expect to have into the future. Individuals can make small changes

in their daily lives today to make sure these needs continue to be

met. How do we combine technology, sustianbility and

profitability to ensure a livable future for us all? 

Life strikes back 

We’ve all heard the bad news for biodiversity.  Less well known is

the positive story unfolding simultaneously in the field of

biodiversity genomics.  We now have unparalleled access to

information on the genomes of species, and it’s revolutionising our

ability to conserve life! Genetic labels are being developed to

counter the trade in illegally harvested species.  Strategies are

being refined to increase the adaptive potential and resilience of

species and ecosystems.  And genomics data is being used to

identify conservation priorities.  In this hope-restoring

presentation, Prof Andy Lowe will bring you the good news. 
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Speaking Highlights

More Highlights

Scientist in Residence 
The Australian Financial Review 
2018 

Scientist in Residence 
Adelaide Advertiser  
October 2017 

Finalist SA Science Excellence
awards 2016  

https://www.linkedin.com/in/profandylowe/
https://twitter.com/ProfALowe

